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TIL In the Claims. 

I. Please amend claim 9 and add new claims 10-15. 


1. [Original] A shaft comprising: 

an outer member having an inner surface describing a bore; 

an inertial member disposed within the bore and having an 
outer surface; and 

a resilient member compressed between the outer member 
inner surface and the inertial member outer surface for damping 
a shaft vibration. 


2. [Original] The shaft as in claim 1 further comprising: 

a relief in the inertial member outer surface for 
mechanically engaging the resilient member. 

3. [Original] The shaft as in claim 2, wherein the resilient 
member is compressed in a range of 5% to 50% of an uncompressed 
thickness between the inner surface and the outer surface. 

4. [Original] The shaft as in claim 2, wherein the inertial 
member damps a bending vibration. 

5. [Original] The shaft as in claim 1, wherein the inertial 
member further comprises a groove extending parallel to a shaft 
centerline. 


6. [Original] The shaft as in claim 1 further comprising; 

a plurality of inertial members engaged with a plurality 
of resilient members . 

7. [Original] A shaft damper comprising: 

an inertial member having an outer surface; 

a resilient member engaged with the outer surface; and 


JT4406rtbrms/contifi.doe 04/08/2003 


PAGE 7/12 * RCVD AT 1 112512003 12:31 :21 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 ' DNIS:8729326 * CSlD:30374446S3 1 DURATION (mm*ss):02*36 


NOV-25-2003 "II :29AM F ROM-GATES RUBBER COMPANY 


3037444653 


T-849 P. 006/012 F-759 


the resilient member having a resilient member outer 
surface for engaging a shaft bore surface. 

8. [Original] The shaft damper as in claim 7 further comprising: 

a profile in the inertial member outer surface for 
mechanically engaging the resilient member. 

9. [Amended] The shaft damper as in claim 7, wherein the 
inertial member outer surface [profile] further comprises a 
groove extending parallel to an inertial mass centerline . 

10. [New] The shaft as in claim 2, wherein the relief comprises 
a groove. 

U. [New] The shaft as in claim 2, wherein the relief comprises a 
geometric shape. 

*, 12. [New] The shaft as in claim 11, wherein the geometric shape 

comprises an arcuate shape,. 

13. [New] The shaft damper as in claim 8, wherein the profile 
comprises a groove. 

14. [New] . The shaft damper as. in claim 8, wherein the profile 
comprises a geometric shape. 

15. [New] The shaft damper as in claim 14, wherein the profile 
comprises an arcuate shape. 
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